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Unit I Overview

Content Area: The Contemporary American Experience
Unit Title: The Impulse for Change
Target Course/Grade Level: 11 and 12
Unit Summary
In this unit, students will analyze the roots of modern social movements that aim to challenge inequities and perceived
discrimination. Starting with the turmoil of the 1960s, a survey of the struggles faced by people of color, women and
members of the LGBTQ community will be examined. Additionally, students will trace the evolution of the climate change
debate as it has developed from LBJ through Biden.

Interdisciplinary Standards:
RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves
matters uncertain

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
8.2.12.ITH.3: Analyze the impact that globalization, social media, and access to open source technologies has had on
innovation and on a society’s economy, politics, and culture.

Career Ready Practices, Life Literacies, & Key Skills
9.1.12.EG.5: Relate a country’s economic system of production and consumption to building personal wealth, the mindset
of social comparison, and achieving societal responsibilities.

Learning Targets

Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values
as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed
citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address challenges that are
inherent in living in an interconnected world.

Core Ideas Performance Expectations
Civic and political institutions address social
and political problems at the local, state, tribal,
national, and/or international level.

6.1.12.CivicsPI.13.a: Craft an argument as to the effectiveness of the New
Jersey Constitution of 1947, New Jersey Supreme Court decisions (i.e.,
Hedgepeth and Williams v. Trenton Board of Education), and New
Jersey’s laws in eliminating segregation and discrimination.

Social and political systems throughout time
have promoted and denied civic virtues and
democratic principles.

• 6.1.12.CivicsDP.13.a: Analyze the effectiveness of national legislation,
policies, and Supreme Court decisions in promoting civil liberties and
equal opportunities (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, the
Equal Rights Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown
v. Board of Education, and Roe v. Wade).
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Political and economic decisions throughout
time have influenced cultural and
environmental characteristics of various places
and regions

6.1.12.GeoHE.13.a: Construct an argument on the effectiveness of
environmental movements, their influence on public attitudes, and the
efficacy of the government’s environmental protection agencies and laws.

Understanding the interrelated patterns of
change by examining multiple events allows
for a clearer understanding of the significance
of individuals and groups.

• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.a: Compare and contrast the leadership and
ideology of Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X during the Civil
Rights Movement, and evaluate their legacies.
• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.b: Explore the reasons for the changing role of
women in the labor force in post-WWII America and determine its impact
on society, politics, and the economy.

Historical events and developments were
shaped by the unique circumstances of time
and place as well as broader historical
contexts.

• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.c: Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights
Movement and generate an evidence-based argument that evaluates the
federal actions taken to ensure civil rights for African Americans.
• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.d: Analyze the successes and failures of women’s
rights organizations, the American Indian Movement, and La Raza in their
pursuit of civil rights and equal opportunities.

Complex interacting factors influence people’s
perspective.

6.1.12.HistoryUP.13.a: Determine the extent to which suburban living and
television supported conformity and stereotyping during this time period,
while new music, art, and literature acted as catalysts for the
counterculture movement.

Historical sources and evidence provide an
understanding of different points of view about
historical events.

6.1.12.HistorySE.13.a: Use a variety of sources to explain the relationship
between the changing role of women in the labor force and changes in
family structure.

Political and economic decisions throughout
time have influenced cultural and
environmental characteristics of various places
and regions.

6.1.12.GeoHE.14.a: Evaluate the impact of individual, business, and
government decisions and actions on the environment and climate change
and assess the efficacy of government policies and agencies in New Jersey
and the United States in addressing these decisions.

Evidence from multiple relevant historical
sources and interpretations can be used to
develop a reasoned argument about the past.

6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.a: Analyze campaign speeches and debates and
other sources to determine the extent to which presidential candidates’
rhetoric was inclusive, expansive, stereotypical or biased.
• 6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.b: Create an evidence-based argument that assesses
the effectiveness of actions taken to address the causes of continuing
racial tensions and violence.
• 6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c: Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs,
products (i.e., art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping
contemporary American culture.

Historical sources and evidence provide an
understanding of different points of view about
historical events.

• 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a: Explore the various ways women, racial and
ethnic minorities, the LGBTQ community, and individuals with
disabilities have contributed to the American economy, politics and
society.
• 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b: Use a variety of sources from diverse
perspectives to analyze the social, economic and political contributions of
marginalized and underrepresented groups and/or individuals.

Long-term climate variability has influenced
human migration and settlement patterns,
resource use, and land uses at local-to-global
scales.

6.1.12.GeoHE16.a: Explain why natural resources (i.e., fossil fuels, food,
and water) continue to be a source of conflict and analyze how the United
States and other nations have addressed issues concerning the distribution
and sustainability of natural resources and climate change.

To better understand the historical perspective,
one must consider historical context

6.1.12.HistoryUP.16.a: Analyze the impact of American culture on other
world cultures and determine the impact of social media on the
dissemination of American culture.
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Historical sources and evidence provide an
understanding of different points of view about
historical events.

6.3.12.HistoryCA.1: Analyze the impact of current governmental
practices and laws affecting national security and/or First Amendment
rights and privacy (e.g., immigration, refugees, seizure of personal
property, juvenile detention, listening devices, deportation, religion in
schools).

Unit Essential Questions
● How did the Civil Rights movement change as it moved to the North in the 60s?
● What impact do Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael and groups such as the Black Panthers have on the modern struggle for

equality?
● What factors fueled the women's movement of the 60s and 70s?
● What kind of gains has the LGBTQ movement experienced since the 1960s?
● How have advocates of the environment impacted global climate change?
● To what degree have people of color and immigrants had access to the American Dream?

Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment (2 days)
Essay. Connect either the MeToo movement, Black Lives Matter or Climate Change to their social and political origins in
the 1960s.

Equipment Needed: Laptops

Teacher Resources:
YouTube, Netflix, Apple TV, PBS, Digital Resources.

Formative Assessments                                              Alternative Assessments
● Test
● Quizzes
● Readings presented on Google Classroom

● participation/debate
● create group Kahoots

Lesson Plans & Pacing Guide
Lesson Timeframe

Lesson 1
Watts, the Hot Summer and the Civil Rights

Movement in the North.

4 days

Lesson 2
The new American ghetto-1970s-1990s

4 days

Lesson 3
Rodney King through George Floyd. The struggle

for change

4 days

Lesson 4
ERA, Women’s Liberation and the road to MeToo 4 days

Lesson 5
From Stonewall to legal marriage. The journey of

LGBTQ
3 days

Lesson 6
The battle to save the planet. 1960s through today.

4 days

Lesson 7 4 days
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The Immigration Act of 1965 to The Wall. Being
a newcomer in America.

Teacher Notes:
Use Washington Post article. Crossroads in America. Around the World Just Beginning.
Curriculum Development Resources
NJSLS-Social Studies 2020
The Americans text
EPA.org
https://www.history.com/tag/lgbt-history

5



Unit 2 Overview

Content Area: The Contemporary American Experience
Unit Title: The United States of Americas
Target Course/Grade Level: 11 and 12
Unit Summary
In this unit, students will examine the issues and events that have come to divide and polarize the country. Topical subjects
related to politics, technology, the environment and the media will be discussed and analyzed.

Interdisciplinary Standards:

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

RI.11-12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their development and how they interact
to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
8.2.12.ETW.4: Research historical tensions between environmental and economic considerations as driven by human needs
and wants in the development of a technological product and present the competing viewpoints.

Career Ready Practices, Life Literacies, & Key Skills
9.4.2.IML.4: Compare and contrast the way information is shared in a variety of contexts (e.g., social, academic, athletic)
(e.g., 2.2.2.MSC.5, RL.2.9)
9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 7.1.AL.IPRET.6).

Learning Targets

• Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values
as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Core Ideas Performance Expectations
Demographic shifts and migration patterns
both influence and are impacted by social,
economic, and political systems.

• 6.1.12.GeoPP.13.a: Make evidence-based inferences to determine the factors
that led to migration from American cities to suburbs in the 1950s and 1960s
and describe how this movement impacted cities.
• 6.1.12.GeoPP.13.b: Use quantitative data and other sources to describe the
extent to which changes in national policy impacted immigration to New
Jersey and the United States after 1965.

Political and economic decisions
throughout time have influenced cultural
and environmental characteristics of
various places and regions.

6.1.12.GeoHE.13.a: Construct an argument on the effectiveness of
environmental movements, their influence on public attitudes, and the efficacy
of the government’s environmental protection agencies and laws.
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Governments and financial institutions
influence monetary and fiscal policies.

6.1.12.EconNE.13.b: Evaluate the effectiveness of social legislation that was
enacted to end poverty in the 1960s and today by assessing the economic
impact on the economy (e.g., inflation, recession, taxation, deficit spending,
employment, education).

Understanding the interrelated patterns of
change by examining multiple events
allows for a clearer understanding of the
significance of individuals and groups.

• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.13.b: Explore the reasons for the changing role of women
in the labor force in post-WWII America and determine its impact on society,
politics, and the economy.

Complex interacting factors influence
people’s perspective.

6.1.12.HistoryUP.13.a: Determine the extent to which suburban living and
television supported conformity and stereotyping during this time period,
while new music, art, and literature acted as catalysts for the counterculture
movement.

Historical sources and evidence provide
an understanding of different points of
view about historical events

6.1.12.HistorySE.13.a: Use a variety of sources to explain the relationship
between the changing role of women in the labor force and changes in family
structure

Civic and political institutions address
social and political problems at the local,
state, tribal, national, and/or international
level.

6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.a: Draw from multiple perspectives to evaluate the
effectiveness and fairness of the processes by which local, state, and national
officials are elected.

Constitutions establish a system of
government that has powers,
responsibilities, and limits that can change
over time.

• 6.1.12.CivicsPI.14.d: Use primary sources representing multiple perspectives
and data to determine the effectiveness of the federal government in
addressing health care, income equality, and immigration

Civic deliberation requires civic
dispositions, attentiveness to multiple
perspectives, and understanding diverse
perspectives.

6.1.12.CivicsPD.14.a: Draw from multiple perspectives and cite evidence to
explain the conflicting ideologies and actions of political parties regarding
spending priorities, the role of government in the economy, and social
reforms.

Personal interests and perspectives impact
the application of civic virtues, democratic
principles, constitutional rights, and
universal human rights.

6.1.12.CivicsDP.14.a: Draw from multiple perspectives and cite evidence to
determine the extent to which nongovernmental organizations, special interest
groups, third party political groups, and the media affect public policy.

Demographic shifts and migration patterns
both influence and are impacted by social,
economic, and political systems.

• 6.1.12.GeoPP.14.a: Use data and other evidence to determine the impact of
recent immigration and migration patterns in New Jersey and the United States
on demographic, social, economic, and political issues. • 6.1.12.GeoPP.14.b:
Use evidence to document how regionalization, urbanization, and
suburbanization have led to social and economic reform movements in New
Jersey and the United States.

Political and economic decisions
throughout time have influenced cultural
and environmental characteristics of
various places and regions.

6.1.12.GeoHE.14.a: Evaluate the impact of individual, business, and
government decisions and actions on the environment and climate change and
assess the efficacy of government policies and agencies in New Jersey and the
United States in addressing these decisions.

Societies make decisions about how to
produce and distribute goods and services
and these decisions are influenced by the
control of the means of production.

• 6.1.12.EconET.14.a: Use current events to judge what extent the government
should intervene at the local, state, and national levels on issues related to the
economy. • 6.1.12.EconET.14.b: Analyze economic trends, income
distribution, labor participation (i.e., employment, the composition of the
workforce), and government and consumer debt and their impact on society.

Evidence from multiple relevant historical
sources and interpretations can be used to
develop a reasoned argument about the
past.

• 6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.a: Analyze campaign speeches and debates and other
sources to determine the extent to which presidential candidates’ rhetoric was
inclusive, expansive, stereotypical or biased.
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• 6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.b: Create an evidence-based argument that assesses the
effectiveness of actions taken to address the causes of continuing racial
tensions and violence.
• 6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c: Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs,
products (i.e., art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping
contemporary American culture.

Historical sources and evidence provide
an understanding of different points of
view about historical events.

• 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a: Explore the various ways women, racial and ethnic
minorities, the LGBTQ community, and individuals with disabilities have
[met] contributed to the American economy, politics and society.
• 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b: Use a variety of sources from diverse perspectives to
analyze the social, economic and political contributions of marginalized and
underrepresented groups and/or individuals.

Complex interacting factors influence
people’s perspective.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.b: Determine how the 9/11 attacks contributed to the
debate over national security and civil liberties.

Historical events and developments were
shaped by the unique circumstances of
time and place as well as broader
historical contexts.

• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.c: Make evidenced-based inferences about the role of
partisan politics in presidential impeachments and trials.
• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.d: Evaluate the decisions to wage war in Iraq and
Afghanistan after the 9/11 attacks.
• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.e: Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and social
mores, public opinion, and political decisions

Civic participation and deliberation are
essential characteristics of [productive
citizenship] individuals who support
democracy and its principles.

6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a: Construct a claim to describe how media and
technology has impacted civic participation and deliberation.

Long-term climate variability has
influenced human migration and
settlement patterns, resource use, and land
uses at local-to-global scales

6.1.12.GeoHE16.a: Explain why natural resources (i.e., fossil fuels, food, and
water) continue to be a source of conflict and analyze how the United States
and other nations have addressed issues concerning the distribution and
sustainability of natural resources and climate change.

Advancements in technology and
investments in capital goods and human
capital increase economic growth and
standards of living.

• 6.1.12.EconNE.16.b: Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact of
new and emerging technologies on individuals and nations.

To better understand the historical
perspective, one must consider historical
context

6.1.12.HistoryUP.16.a: Analyze the impact of American culture on other
world cultures and determine the impact of social media on the dissemination
of American culture.

Historical events and developments were
shaped by the unique circumstances of
time and place as well as broader
historical contexts

• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.16.b: Determine past and present factors that led to the
widening of the gap between the rich and poor, and evaluate how this has
affected individuals and society.

Unit Essential Questions
● On what issues do liberals and conservatives disagree?
● How did the liberal impulse of the 60s mesh with the conservative revolution of the 80s?
● How has cable news influenced the opinions of Americans?
● Why does the issue of climate change divide Americans?
● What changes have occurred in the two major parties in the 21st Century?
● What impact has wealth inequality had on American unity?
● Is religion in America a dividing or a unifying force?
● How has technology exacerbated the American divide?
● What are some of the recent disagreements in America about the role of the police?
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Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment (2 days)
Student group media debate. Various topics are debated as students assume the roles of various media outlets.
Equipment needed: student laptops
Teacher Resources: On-line resources, YouTube, Netflix, PL databases

Formative Assessments                                              Alternative Assessments
● Test
● quizzes
● Teacher prepared questions on Google Docs

● participation/debate
● Individual PowerPoint
● Essay

Lesson Plans & Pacing Guide
Lesson Timeframe

Lesson 1
Conservatives vs. liberals on modern issues

5 days

Lesson 2
The Presidents and the people. Reagan-Biden

8 days

Lesson 3
Changes in the media. Woodward and Bernstein

through the cable wars.

4 days

Lesson 4
The many Americas. Geography and politics. 4 days

Lesson 5
Wokism, Cancel Culture and political correctness. 3 days

Lesson 6
The modern American Right 3 days

Teacher Notes:
https://time.com/5929978/the-u-s-capitol-riot-was-years-in-the-making-heres-why-america-is-so-divided/
Curriculum Development Resources:
NJSLS-Social Studies 2020
The Americans textbook
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Unit 3 Overview

Content Area: The Contemporary American Experience
Unit Title: Terror, War and American Security in the 21st Century
Target Course/Grade Level: 11 and 12
Unit Summary
In this unit, students will analyze the roots of terrorism that ultimately led to the events of September 11th, 2001. Class
discussion will focus on the psychological effects that terrorism has on free societies of the West and elsewhere. After
tracing the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the course will examine the potential dangers of nuclear proliferation, Chinese
expansion and the aggressive policies of Russia.

Interdisciplinary Standards:

RI.11-12.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, purposes and rhetorical features,
including primary source documents relevant to U.S. and/or global history.

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
• 8.2.12.EC.1: Analyze controversial technological issues and determine the degree to which individuals, businesses, and
governments have an ethical role in decisions that are made.

Career Ready Practices, Life Literacies, & Key Skills
• 9.4.12.IML.8: Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 7.1.AL.IPRET.6).

Learning Targets

• Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage.
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
•Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and
systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures.
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens
in the 21st century.
•Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed
citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address challenges that are
inherent in living in an interconnected world.

Core Ideas Performance Expectations
Historical events and developments were
shaped by the unique circumstances of time
and place as well as broader historical
contexts.

• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.b: Analyze the impact of American governmental
policies on independence movements in Africa, Asia, Latin America and
the Middle East.
• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.12.d: Explain how the development and proliferation of
nuclear weapons affected international relations.

Historical sources and evidence provide an
understanding of different points of view
about historical events.

• 6.1.12.HistorySE.12.b: Use a variety of sources to explain how the
Arab-Israeli conflict influenced American foreign policy.
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Chronological sequencing serves as a tool for
analyzing past and present events.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.a: Develop an argument based on a variety of sources
that compares George HW Bush’s Iraq policy with George W. Bush’s.

Complex interacting factors influence
people’s perspective.

6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.b: Determine how the 9/11 attacks contributed to the
debate over national security and civil liberties.

Historical events and developments were
shaped by the unique circumstances of time
and place as well as broader historical
contexts

• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.d: Evaluate the decisions to wage war in Iraq and
Afghanistan after the 9/11 attacks.

Historical, contemporary, and emerging
processes, rules, laws, and policies are
modified as societies change in an effort to
promote the common good and strive to
[protecting] protect [citizens'] human rights.

6.1.12.CivicsPR.15.a: Analyze the factors that led to the fall of communism
in Eastern European countries and the Soviet Union and determine how the
fall influenced the global power structure.

Governments around the world support
universal human rights to varying degrees.

6.1.12.CivicsHR.15.a: Evaluate the role of diplomacy in international
conflicts and policies relating to refugees and asylum seekers.

Historical events and developments were
shaped by the unique circumstances of time
and place as well as broader historical
contexts.

• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.15.a: Assess the impact of the arms race and the
proliferation of nuclear weapons on world power, security, and national
foreign policy.
• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.15.b: Analyze the impact of United States support for
the policies and actions of the United Nations (i.e., [the International]
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, [and the] United Nations
Sustainability Goals) and other international organizations. •
6.1.12.HistoryCC.15.c: Evaluate the effectiveness of United States policies
and actions in supporting the economic and democratic growth of
developing nations.

Historical sources and evidence provide an
understanding of different points of view
about historical events.

• 6.1.12.HistorySE.15.a: Explain how and why religious tensions, historic
differences, and a western dependence on oil in the Middle East have led to
international conflicts and analyze the effectiveness of United States policy
and actions in bringing peaceful resolutions to the region.
• 6.1.12.HistorySE.15.b: Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact
that terrorism has had on individuals and government policies and assess
the effectiveness of actions taken by the United States and other nations to
prevent terrorism.
• 6.1.12.HistorySE.15.c: Evaluate the role of diplomacy in developing
peaceful relations, alliances, and global agreements with other nations.

Long-term climate variability has influenced
human migration and settlement patterns,
resource use, and land uses at local-to-global
scales.

6.1.12.GeoHE16.a: Explain why natural resources (i.e., fossil fuels, food,
and water) continue to be a source of conflict and analyze how the United
States and other nations have addressed issues concerning the distribution
and sustainability of natural resources and climate change.

To better understand the historical
perspective, one must consider historical
context.

6.1.12.HistoryUP.16.a: Analyze the impact of American culture on other
world cultures and determine the impact of social media on the
dissemination of American culture.

Governments around the world support
universal human rights to varying degrees.

6.2.12.CivicsHR.6.a: Evaluate the effectiveness of responses by
governments and international organizations to tensions resulting from
ethnic, territorial, religious, and/or nationalist differences.

Understanding the interrelated patterns of
change by examining multiple events allows
for a clearer understanding of the significance
of individuals and groups.

6.2.12.HistoryCC.6.a: Evaluate the impact of terrorist movements on
governments, individuals and societies.
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Evidence from multiple relevant historical
sources and interpretations can be used to
develop a reasoned argument about the past.

6.3.12.HistoryCA.2: Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering
current and historical perspectives, examining strategies, and presenting
possible actions.

Unit Essential Questions
● How has the threat of terrorism changed from the 70s to modern times?
● What were the motivations of the 9/11 terrorists?
● How was the mission of the 2003 invasion of Iraq different from Desert Storm?
● What factors influenced the U.S. occupation of Afghanistan?
● What are the differences and similarities of terrorist groups such as Hezbollah, al qaeda and ISIS?
● What nations possess nuclear weapons and how can the world prevent proliferation?
● What are proxy wars and what nations are behind them?
● To what degree is the Russian invasion of Ukraine a threat to the safety of the world?

Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment (2 days)
Nuclear proliferation summit. Small groups of students are assigned to research and then represent various nuclear armed
countries. In a debate format, each country will make a case as to rid the world of nukes.

Equipment needed: student laptops
Teacher Resources: PL Databases,  YouTube, Netflix, 9/11memorial.org

Formative Assessments                                              Alternative Assessments
● Tests
● quizzes
● essay

● debate
● EdPuzzle
● al qaeda and ISIS case study

Lesson Plans & Pacing Guide
Lesson Timeframe

Lesson 1
Terrorism. Munich to 9/11

4 days

Lesson 2
Iraq, Afghanistan and the costs of American

intervention.

4 days

Lesson 3
China, Russia and America’s role as a superpower.

3 days

Lesson 4
Nuclear proliferation 4 days

Lesson 5
Global hotspots and America’s role 4 days

Lesson 6
Current events

5 days

Teacher Notes:
Use clip from United 93
Curriculum Development Resources
NJSLS-Social Studies 2020
Pew Research Center
9/11memorial.org
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/
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Unit IV Overview

Content Area: The Contemporary American Experience
Unit Title: 21st Century Pop Culture
Target Course/Grade Level: 11 and 12
Unit Summary
In this unit, there will be an examination of the impact of television, music, sports, movies, fads and social media on the
American experience. Students will consider several larger questions: Why is popular culture important? How does it shape
people, values, and institutions? Who controls the meaning of popular culture? How does it both unite and divide
Americans?
Interdisciplinary Standards:
RL.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves
matters uncertain

Computer Science and Design Thinking:
• 8.2.12.EC.3: Synthesize data, analyze trends, and draw conclusions regarding the effect of a technology on the individual,
culture, society, and environment and share this information with the appropriate audience.

Career Ready Practices, Life Literacies, & Key Skills
• 9.4.12.DC.1: Explain the beneficial and harmful effects that intellectual property laws can have on the creation and
sharing of content (e.g., 6.1.12.CivicsPR.16.a).
• 9.4.12.DC.2: Compare and contrast international differences in copyright laws and ethics.

Learning Targets

• Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values
as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

•Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and
systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures.
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens
in the 21st century.

Core Ideas Performance Expectations
Complex interacting factors influence people’s
perspective.

6.1.12.HistoryUP.13.a: Determine the extent to which suburban living and
television supported conformity and stereotyping during this time period,
while new music, art, and literature acted as catalysts for the
counterculture movement.

Evidence from multiple relevant historical
sources and interpretations can be used to
develop a reasoned argument about the past

• 6.1.12.HistoryCA.14.c: Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs,
products (i.e., art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping
contemporary American culture.

Historical sources and evidence provide an
understanding of different points of view about
historical events.

• 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.a: Explore the various ways women, racial and
ethnic minorities, the LGBTQ community, and individuals with
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disabilities have [met] contributed to the American economy, politics and
society.
• 6.1.12.HistorySE.14.b: Use a variety of sources from diverse
perspectives to analyze the social, economic and political contributions of
marginalized and underrepresented groups and/or individuals.

Historical events and developments were
shaped by the unique circumstances of time
and place as well as broader historical
contexts.

• 6.1.12.HistoryCC.14.e: Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and
social mores, public opinion, and political decisions.

Civic participation and deliberation are
essential characteristics of [productive
citizenship] individuals who support
democracy and its principles.

6.1.12.CivicsPD.16.a: Construct a claim to describe how media and
technology has impacted civic participation and deliberation.

Advancements in technology and investments
in capital goods and human capital increase
economic growth and standards of living

• 6.1.12.EconNE.16.b: Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact
of new and emerging technologies on individuals and nations.

To better understand the historical perspective,
one must consider historical context.

6.1.12.HistoryUP.16.a: Analyze the impact of American culture on other
world cultures and determine the impact of social media on the
dissemination of American culture.

Historical events and developments were
shaped by the unique circumstances of time
and place as well as broader historical context

• 6.2.12.HistoryCC.5.d: Assess the influence of television, the Internet,
and other forms of electronic communication on the creation and diffusion
of cultural and political information worldwide.

Unit Essential Questions
● What musicians, artists and performers laid the groundwork for current cultural icons?
● What TV shows and movies influenced American culture over the last several decades?
● How has technology changed the way Americans find entertainment?
● How does pop culture vary throughout the United States?
● What impact does American pop culture have on world pop culture?
● How will Americans entertain themselves in the future?

Evidence of Learning
Summative Assessment (2 days)
Personal pop culture presentations. Using PowerPoint or Prezi, students will create and introduce their own pop culture
presentations that will feature their favorite music, sports, movies, shows, literature and art.

Equipment Needed: Laptops

Teacher Resources:
YouTube, Netflix, Digital Resources

Formative Assessments                                                     Alternative Assessments

● Test
● quizzes
● video worksheets

● Decade posters
● Pop Madness brackets
● Movie reviews

Lesson Plans & Pacing Guide
Lesson Timeframe

Lesson 1
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Music. Rock-n-Roll through Hip Hop 4 days
Lesson 2

Modern American film
7 days

Lesson 3
The roots of modern American television

6 days

Lesson 4
A sporting culture

6 days

Lesson 5
Technology and entertainment 5 days

Lesson 6
The era of social media 3 days

Lesson 7
Entertainment and American geography

3 days

Teacher Notes:
Use CNN series on the 80s, 90s and 2000s
ESPN 30 for 30
Curriculum Development Resources
NJSLS-Social Studies 2020
The Americans text
An Introduction to Popular Culture in the US: People, Politics, and Power
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Differentiation Curriculum Addendum

Considerations for IEP/504 students:

Classroom Instruction:
● All instruction for classified students will be guided by the students’ Individualized Education
Plan (IEP).
● Regular education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for classified
students based on the instructional modifications listed in the IEP.
● In the case of General Education - Supported Instruction (GE-SI) Classes, the special education
teacher will be responsible for support in modifying the curriculum for the students, informing the
classroom teacher of the modifications, and directing instructional aide(s) to provide support
accordingly.
● Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and special education teachers.

Modifications:
· Modifications include but are not limited to:
Extra time for assignments, modified classwork/homework assignments based on disability, preferential seating,
study guides, copies of class notes, assistive technology and rewording/repeating or clarifying directions.

In-class Assessments:
· All assessments are to be in line with students’ IEPs.  In-class support teachers should modify tests for
classified students.  Tests may be given in the regular education classroom or completed with the inclusion
teacher in another location with additional time. Students may be tested separately according to the IEP.
· Assessment grades may be modified based on a student’s disability and in accordance with their IEP.

Considerations for English Language Learners (ELLs):

Classroom Instruction:
● Instruction for ESL students will be guided by their WIDA English Language Proficiency level.
Teachers should receive this level from the ESL teacher assigned to the building.
● General education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for ELLs with the
assistance of the ESL teacher that promotes language, literacy and content learning.
● In the case of Content-Based ESL (CBE), the ESL teacher and the general education teacher will
be responsible for identifying language objectives and additional instructional strategies that improve
proficiency in English and academic success of ELLs.  Instructional strategies and the necessary
scaffolds to promote student learning will be shared with the general education teacher for daily lessons

16



that are aligned to District Curricula, NJSLS, and WIDA Standards.  The general Education teacher and
ESL teacher will be co-teachers for a predetermined amount of classroom instruction.
● Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and ESL teachers.

Modifications:  The following are possible modifications but are not limited to this list –
· Direct instruction, small group or pullout, about the contrasting letter sound correspondences, syllabication
patterns and morphology in English supported with connections to their native language, native language text
and/or resources, graphic organizers, visuals, sentence starters/ sentence frames, cloze activities, modeling,
working with a partner, timeline and phrase wall and adapted text (in English) or specific sections of the
original text, highlighted/bold-faced words within text.
· Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking.
· Match drawings with new vocabulary that might correspond.
· Work in small groups or pairs with their English Only (EOs) peers for authentic content language talk and
grade level modeling.
· Write simple sentences instead of complex sentences that demonstrate an understanding of academic
language particular to specific content.
· Match simple sentences with new vocabulary that might apply to edit sentences.
· Have students provide examples/explanations of the main idea in simple sentences.  Revisions show an
attempt to improve Language Control by embedding academic content vocabulary and Linguistic Complexity
by expanding and varying sentence structures and using correct punctuation.
· Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking about seasonal changes.  Match drawings with new vocabulary
(adjective word wall, content word walls) that might correspond.
· Provide multiple opportunities for authentic speech acts to practice language skills and develop English
fluency.
· Total Physical Response (TPR) to model critical thinking skills like analyze and synthesize.
· Study Guides
· Technology Supports

In-Class Assessments:
● All formative and summative assessments will include modifications that support student’s
English Proficiency level. ESL teachers will collaborate with regular education teachers to provide
appropriate differentiation for assessing ELLs.

Considerations for At Risk Students:

● At Risk students are identified by the I&RS committee in each school.  The committee works to
understand the reasons behind the student’s low performance level in school and to create and
implement a plan that is carried out by a variety of staff members in the building.
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● Teachers with At Risk students are notified by the I&RS committee and provided with a copy of
the plan and a timeframe for assessing the growth of the student.  There are academic as well as
behavioral goals that are listed for the students with recommended strategies unique to each individual.
● Classroom teachers are to follow the plan using instructional strategies that will help the student
improve his/her performance while applying appropriate behavioral strategies consistent with the needs
of the student.
● Teachers will report student progress to the I&RS committee within the specified timeframe for
the plan.

Classroom instruction:
● Teachers will use differentiated instruction for At Risk students as they do for all students in their
class.  The strategies would be guided by the I&RS plan and be consistent with the student’s ability and
learning modality.

Modifications:
● Clarify all assignments and place specific timeframes for completion.  Provide students with
opportunity for one on one time for clarification.
● Set clear expectations for all assignments, in and outside of class.  Keep expectations within the
framework of the I&RS plan.
● Use positive reinforcement for all successes.  Hold students to define consequences for not
completing work.
● Provide time outside the normal class time for completion of work.  Not completing assignments
is unacceptable, all assignments will be completed.

In Class Assessments:
· At Risk students should receive any modifications listed in their I&RS plan.
· If necessary, students should be provided with extended time to complete assessments.

Considerations for Gifted Students:

· Teachers will use differentiated instruction for Gifted Students as they do for all students in their class.
· Assignments and assessments can be planned and implemented with input from the student.
· Gifted students will be provided with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge through a variety of
platforms.
· Teachers will have the latitude to provide assignments with the individual student’s ability in mind.
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